ROCKPORT COMMON COUNCIL

MARCH 12, 2016 5:15 PM

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Connie Hargis, Ferman Yearby, Roxie Decker, Donna Lashley, Mayor Gay Ann Harney, Clerk-Treasurer Susie Roberts and City Attorney John Wetherill.  Absent:  Joe Carpenter and Council Attorney Bryan Rudisill.
PLEDGE: The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all in attendance.

MINUTES APPROVAL:  Connie made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; Roxie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

COMMUNITY DEVELO0PMENT BLOCK GRANT RESOLUTIONS:  Tony Pappano appeared before the council to get Resolution 2016-2 signed.  He needed this information to get the release of funds from the state.  He will overnight this to the state and he anticipates that we will get the release of funds by Friday.  Ferman made a motion to accept Resolution 2016-2 “Authorizing the Submittal of the Community Development Block Grant Application to the Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority; Receipt of CDBG Funds; and Addressing Related Matters”; Connie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.  Ferman also made a motion to establish and escrow account for this project and transfer $35,000 from the AEP fund.  This will be our match and also allow us to make payment to Tony for the work he has already done; Donna seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

MASONIC LODGE AND LIBRARY REDEDICATION:  Doug Patmore, Grand Marshall for the Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Indiana, appeared before the council inviting them to attend a luncheon for the rededication of the cornerstone at the Rockport Ohio Township Public Library on April 23rd.

RESPONSIBLE BIDDING PLEDGE:  Rick McKee, with Indiana/Kentucky Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights, appeared before the council to discuss the responsible bidding pledge ordinance that they would like to see the city adopt.  We are in the process of adopting an ordinance for this purpose.  

OLD BUSINESS:  (WATER METER UPDATE)-Andrea Lester, Utility Clerk, appeared before the council to update the new members with meter information.  After some discussion, it was suggested that Connie, Mayor Harney and Andrea meet with Don Woolen to plan on what we need before ordering water meters and report back at the special meeting on March 22nd at 3 pm.  

CITY WATER STUDY GRANT AND OTHER USDA, RURAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATES-Mayor Harney has spoken to Mike Strahl, with the Rural Development and he mentioned that they would pickup 75% of the water study and Phase IV of the CSO project.  The council would like to have him come and talk to them about this matter.

CSO ISSUES (WASHINGTON ST)-We are having some problems on Washington Street and the Mayor stated that she will have a meeting with IDEM on March 23rd.  She will discuss this with them.

POLICE DEPARTMENT FEE ORDINANCE-This will be discussed at our March 22nd meeting.

MUSEUM AND PARK FEES ORDINANCE-This will be discussed at our March 22nd meeting.

HISTORIC ROCKPORT PRESERVATION COMMISSION UPDATE-We are waiting on a draft from Laura Harmon.  They are having a meeting tomorrow.

FIFTH STREET ROAD WORK UPDATE-The mayor is meeting with Shawn, from IDOT, trying to get the plans solidified through Morley and Assoc.

NEW BUSINESS:  (SANITATION ISSUES AND PRICING)-Mayor Harney requested permission to allow her to get bids for weekly trash pickup from an outside vender.  The council gave her permission to proceed and put an ad in the newspaper. 
Ferman made a motion to rescind the action they took at the January 11th meeting regarding how to pay for the new one-ton truck; Connie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.  Ferman made a new motion to take $10,000 from CCI fund and the balance from the AEP fund; Donna seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

SPENCER COUNTY FAIR-Mayor Harney presented a map that was prepared by Midwestern Engineers showing the watershed at the city park.  She asked Clint Roos, with Midwestern Engineers, what they would charge to do a proposal for the park-the cost would be $10,000.  Tara Lloyd, with BLN, was also asked to give a proposal for this study.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS-Mayor Harney mentioned she received notification from IACT that we should receive an additional $35,000-$37,000 for LRS.  This will be money released from the state.
Tara Lloyd mentioned that there will be funding from the State for projects.  One of the things would be for “Common Paths” which is 100% for sidewalks.  

Ferman stated that Sycamore Street needs some major improvements.  This is a state highway and he would like to notify the state that we need sidewalks, curbs and gutters.  Also, Main Street and Washington Street need to be milled and repaved.

Helen Garrett, with ABR, stated that they will be bringing back the Christmas parade.  If anyone has suggestions for parade entries, please give her the contact information.

It was brought up that the trucks from Kelly’s Trucking are speeding down Main Street.  They are also loaded and dropping debris along the roadway.  We will request that Mr. Kelly attend the next Board of Public Works meeting to discuss these concerns.
ADJOURNMENT:   Donna made a motion to adjourn; Roxie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

